Ontological hypothesis of the cancer etiology: discord between cells' survival determinism and their disposition to biological altruism.
During the last decades, scientific community has implicitly viewed cancer as a number of different diseases with the same underlying phenotype. Such a view was justified for the fact that some of the genetic and phenotypic similarities, observed in different types of tumors, were perpetuated via some distinct mechanisms. Nevertheless, this manuscript aims to interpret all of these differences in a context of the same underlying cause. To do so, the epigenetic and genetic alterations observed in cancers are initially interpreted in the context of their advantage for the evolution of the early eukaryotic organisms. Subsequently, the proposed premises are further discussed with respect to their propagation in the subsequent generations of the new eukaryotic species, as well as their role in the development of the higher organisms. In the subsequent section, the role of the proposed mechanism is discussed in the context of cancer, which is proposed to originate due to the analogous underlying mechanisms. Finally, the proposed mechanism is briefly discussed in parallel with some other contemporary theories of carcinogenesis, aiming to further support its validity. Thereby, the model presents an alternative interpretation of multiple cancer-related biomedical phenomena from the aspect of a proposed evolutionary mechanism.